
LICENSING COMMITTEE
15 OCTOBER 2020

At a meeting of the LICENSING COMMITTEE held via Microsoft Teams on 
Thursday 15 October 2020 at 7.30pm

Present: Councillor Mrs June Slaughter (Chairman);

Also present:

Councillors Esther Amaning (substituting), Cheryl Bacon, Christine 
Bishop, Sybil Camsey, Christine Catterall, Richard Diment 
(substituting), Alan Downing, Sally Hinkley, Mabel Ogundayo and 
Eileen Pallen.

Ms Sharon Bamborough (Head of Licensing Partnership)

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND SUBSTITUTIONS
(Agenda No. 1)

Apologies had been received from Councillors John Davey (Councillor 
Richard Diment substituting), Dave Putson (Councillor Esther Amaning 
substituting) and Melvin Seymour.  

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24 JUNE 2020
(Agenda No. 2)

RESOLVED:- That the minutes of the meeting held on 24 June 2020 be 
agreed and signed as a true record.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS
(Agenda No. 3)

There were no declarations.

4. ITEMS OF LATE BUSINESS
(Agenda No. 4)

There were no items of late business.

5. APPROVED MINUTES OF THE LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE
(Agenda No. 5)

Members noted a report that provided brief details of one Licensing Sub-
Committee hearing for which the minutes had been approved and signed 
off.  It was also noted that one other hearing had been held and the minutes 
were available, albeit in draft and awaiting formal sign-off.

6. LICENCES DETERMINED UNDER DELEGATED POWERS
(Agenda No. 6)

The Committee received a report summarising the licences granted and 
decisions taken under delegated powers by the Deputy Director, Housing 
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& Strategic Planning in respect of the Licensing Act 2003 and the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013, during the period 1 June 2020 to 30 September 
2020.

Prior to noting the report, the background to decisions for a number of 
minor variations to Premises Licences, all related to off-sales and outdoor 
seating in response to Covid-19, were clarified for Members.

7. STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY AND REVIEW OF CUMULATIVE 
IMPACT ZONES
(Agenda No. 7)

Members were advised that one response had been received to a public 
consultation over the Summer on proposals for a new Statement of 
Licensing Policy for the five years commencing 7 January 2021, and to the 
retention of two existing Saturation Policies (covering Bexleyheath and 
Welling Town Centres) for the three years commencing 7 January 2021.

Members noted that the Saturation Policies form an integral part of the 
Statement of Licensing Policy.  The Committee was advised that the one 
consultation response received had requested an update to contact details 
listed and, subject to that change, no further changes were being 
recommended to the versions of the Policies consulted upon.  Members 
agreed that no further changes were necessary and approved the Policies, 
and also agreed to recommend to Council that it adopts the Statement of 
Licensing Policy.  

In discussion the Committee accepted a recommendation to further review 
the Statement of Licensing Policy no earlier than Summer 2021, to assess 
any impacts the coronavirus pandemic may have had on the industry, and 
to determine whether any consequential Policy changes may be required.

RESOLVED:- That: 

(i) the Council be recommended to resolve to adopt the Statement 
of Licensing Policy for the five-year period 7 January 2021 to 6 
January 2026, as set out in Appendix A to the report presented 
to the Licensing Committee meeting held on 15 October 2020; 
and,

(ii) the Statement of Licensing Policy be reviewed again no earlier 
than Summer 2021 to assess if changes may be required as a 
consequence of any impacts of the coronavirus pandemic. 
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8. LICENSING ENFORCEMENT
(Agenda No. 8)

The Committee received an update report on compliance and enforcement 
of licences granted by Bexley as a Licensing Authority in the period since 
the easing of lockdown on 4 July 2020.

Members heard that a great deal of advice, guidance and support had 
been, and continues to be provided to licensed premises, reflecting the 
ever-changing Covid legislation and guidelines issued by Government.  
The Committee was appreciative of the fact that the advice and guidance 
being provided by Council staff to licensed premises was considerably over 
and above that normally provided. 

It was reported that the Council's Licensing Enforcement Officer had been 
well supported by the Police Licensing Officer during this time and, despite 
the 10pm curfew having been difficult to manage initially, Members were 
pleased to hear that it appears to be operating acceptably now.  It was with 
some concern that Members learnt that pubs are estimated to be operating 
at about 30% capacity.

In discussion Members were concerned about the financial implications of 
the current situation on the Council and noted that any consequent loss of 
licence income would have to be covered as a general loss.  It was agreed 
that the Chairman should ask the relevant Deputy Director and Cabinet 
Member for an assessment of any financial loss and the impact thereof.

The concept of Covid marshals, which had been announced by 
Government some time ago, was discussed briefly, and the Committee 
was advised that there is no evidence that any had been appointed or hired 
in the Borough in relation to licensed activities and the night-time economy.  
Members noted the good work of the Borough's Community Champions 
during the pandemic and agreed that enquiries should nevertheless be 
made with the Council's Head of Communications and Marketing to ask 
what specific messaging and communications there has been with the 
younger age groups, some of whom appeared not to be adhering to social 
distancing.

Noting the report, the Committee asked that their thanks to the Police and 
Council officers for efficiently and effectively managing the process be 
placed on record.

RESOLVED:- That:

(i) the relevant Deputy Director and Cabinet Member be asked to 
provide an assessment of any financial implications for the 
Council, and the impact thereof, of the loss of licence income as 
a consequence of the pandemic; and,
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(ii) enquiries be made with the Council's Head of Communications 
and Marketing to ask what specific Covid messaging and 
communications there has been with the younger age groups.

9. GAMBLING-RELATED HARM – CHAIRMAN'S UPDATE
(Agenda No. 9)

The Committee received a summary report and a Supplementary 
Documents pack that set out the background and latest correspondence in 
relation to the Committee's June 2020 recommendation that tackling 
gambling-related harm requires a Council-wide response.  The Chairman 
updated Members on the latest position.  

Members welcomed that just a few days prior the Council's Director of 
Public Health (DPH) had confirmed that gambling-related harm is a public 
health matter.  It was noted that this confirmation also included an 
assurance that the Committee's recommendation for a Council-wide 
approach would be considered post-Covid as part of a review of the 
impacts of the pandemic on mental health and wellbeing, disproportionality 
and health inequalities, and also as part of a review of the Council's 2019 
System-wide Prevention Strategy. 

In discussing next steps the Committee agreed by a 10/1 majority to 
contact the Centre for Public Scrutiny (CfPS) on what would therefore now 
have to be a conditional acceptance of their long-standing offer to work 
with the Council on this important matter, and to advise that the DPH would 
contact them in due course.  

The Committee also agreed to keep the aforementioned assurance and 
developments with the CfPS under review, not least as part of a 2021 
review of the Statement of Gambling Policy.

RESOLVED:- That:

i) the Centre for Public Scrutiny be contacted with a conditional 
acceptance of their offer to work with the Council on tackling 
gambling-related harm; and, 

ii) the Committee keeps gambling-related harm under review.

10. NEXT MEETING
(Agenda No. 10)

The date of the next meeting was noted.

The Committee rose at 8.23pm


